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Bill Type and Number:    Ordinance 2015-101
Sponsor: Council President at the request of the Mayor:
Date of Introduction: January 10, 2015
Committee(s) of Reference:  F; RCDPHS
Date of Analysis: January 13, 2015
Type of Action: Appropriation; Ordinance Code Waiver
Bill Summary: The ordinance appropriates $98,000 from the Environmental Protection Fund to provide funding for a four-year, comprehensive study of mercury in the Duval County environment, as initiated by B.T. 15-025; provides for a carryover of funds to Fiscal Year 2018-2019; it authorizes the Mayor and Corporation Secretary to execute an agreement between the City of Jacksonville and Jacksonville University for the mercury study; provides for City oversight by the Department of Regulatory Compliance; invokes the Exception of 126.107 (G) (Exemptions), Part 1 (General Regulations), Chapter 126 (Procurement Code), Ordinance Code, for the professional services of Jacksonville University for the mercury study; the ordinance waives conflicting provisions of Section 360.602 (Uses of Fund), Part 6 (Environmental Protection Fund), Chapter 260 (Environmental Regulation), Ordinance Code, so as to authorize the Environmental Protection Board to utilize funds from the Environmental Protection Fund to purchase equipment to be used during the mercury study.
Background Information:  The proposed study would assess the levels of mercury that are in the air and in water bodies of the County.  The study will be reviewed with the Duval County Health Department to determine if advisories are needed to protect human health.  The levels of mercury are elevated in Florida and the public health community feels that more information is needed to determine the sources of the mercury.  Water and sediment will be sampled at existing monitoring sites and targeted sites such as Julington Creek, the mouth of the Ortega River, and Main Street and Trout River which are popular recreational areas.  Ambient air mercury concentrations will be collected at four existing sampling locations – Yellow Water Road, Sheffield Elementary School, the Mayo Clinic and Cisco Road.  The main stem of the St. Johns River will be assessed for mercury levels.
Policy Impact: Regulatory Compliance Department/Environmental Quality Division/Environmental Protection Board.
Fiscal Impact: The ordinance appropriates $98,000.00.
Analyst: Jackson
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